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biked from Hastings, NY, to Washington, DC,
to demonstrate their commitment to alternative
transportation—most especially to the bicycle
and pedestrian provisions which are currently
contained in the intermodal Surface Transpor-
tation Efficiency Act [ISTEA].

I especially want to salute one of my con-
stituents, Dave Gordon, who was injured on
the bike ride to Washington. Because of his
injury, Dave could not complete his mission,
but I for one do not doubt his commitment to
a cleaner environment and to transportation
alternatives. We need more people like him in
this world.

Mr. Speaker, because of the example and
fortitude of these bicyclists I would like to urge
all of my colleagues to seriously consider re-
newing our commitment to transportation alter-
natives and to a cleaner environment, for our-
selves and for future generations, as we de-
bate the reauthorization of ISTEA this sum-
mer.
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Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Speaker, on May 25,
Senator STROM THURMOND became the long-
est serving U.S. Senator in the history of our
Nation. It is a pleasure for me to join those
who are honoring him on his distinguished ca-
reer.

Senator THURMOND is a truly amazing per-
son. He has served the people of South Caro-
lina as a teacher, athletic coach, county super-
intendent of education, city attorney, county
attorney, State senator, State circuit judge,
Governor, and U.S. Senator. He has also
been a candidate for President of the United
States, carrying four States and receiving 39
electoral votes, and he is the first person in
the history of our country to be elected to a
Federal office as a write-in candidate, in his
election to the U.S. Senate in 1954. He volun-
teered for active duty in World War II on the
day that war was declared by the United
States against Germany, serving with distinc-
tion in the American, European, and Pacific
Theaters, and he participated in the ‘‘D-Day’’
invasion in Normandy. He also served in the
U.S. Army Reserve for 36 years, retiring as a
Major General.

Throughout his outstanding career, Senator
THURMOND has tirelessly dedicated himself to
helping others. So many people have bene-
fited from his efforts on their behalf. Also, Sen-
ator THURMOND has an extraordinary legisla-
tive record. During his service in the Senate,
he has crafted volumes of key legislation and
he has led the debate to keep our country
strong and free.

Senator THURMOND is a true patriot, a val-
iant Army officer, a statesman of the highest
order, and a true friend to all who know him.
Our Nation has been blessed with his leader-
ship and stewardship. Senator STROM THUR-
MOND is a great American hero. He is wished
much continued success.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commend Barbara Faison who is a hard work-
er and is dedicated to her family, friends, and
community.

Barbara Faison started her community in
the late sixties, when East New York was ex-
periencing a race riot. She worked with the
Congress of Racial Equality [CORE], under
the leadership of Roy Innis. She also worked
for former New York Mayor John Lindsey who
asked her to serve as a youth liaison in the
East New York community.

Barbara became a union representative of
Local 144 and a housing activist where she
assisted homeowners who were confronted
with eviction. She also established ‘‘hot lines’’
for abused children and served on the area
policy board. Her community work at St. Ga-
briel’s Church also included efforts to feed
sick, poor, and homeless people in the sur-
rounding neighborhoods. Additionally, Ms.
Faison is a member of the Rosetta Gaston
Club. Barbara has remained active in both
youth and senior citizen issues. I an pleased
to recognize her many contributions.
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Mr. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the Delhaven Community Center of
La Puente, CA, on the occasion of its 25th an-
niversary. On Saturday, June 7, 1997,
Delhaven will celebrate its 25th annual volun-
teer recognition dinner, honoring those who
have helped in Delhaven’s growth and service
to the San Gabriel Valley.

Delhaven’s successful growth is a result of
the exemplary services the center provides
and offers to area residents. Founded in June
1972 by Barbara and Wyatt Seal, Delhaven
serves the greater La Puente community
through numerous services at no or low cost
to residents. Programs for the developmentally
disabled, for children, and for youth are the
central focus of Delhaven’s efforts. These
services include after school activities, a social
service club, assistance programs for at risk
children, and social welfare programs which
include emergency food and clothing assist-
ance programs. The growth of these programs
is testimony to the successful efforts of the
Seal family and the thousands of volunteers
who give selflessly of their time.

Among its many offerings, Delhaven’s sum-
mer camp program exemplifies the tremen-
dous growth the center has undergone over
the past 25 years. In 1972, Delhaven began a
2-week summer camp with 23 participants.
Since that time, it has grown to 14 weeks of
summer camp with over 900 participants. It
has also grown from just 6 volunteers to over
600, and has increased the programs it offers

from 6 to over 20. Additionally, Delhaven has
grown from 2 volunteer staff members to 28
full- or part-time paid staff.

Delhaven has been able to provide these
services over the past 25 years because of its
volunteers. Throughout the years, over 3,500
selfless individuals have helped Delhaven in
its efforts to meet the community’s needs. I
commend each and every one of the volun-
teers who, over the past 25 years, have
helped to make Delhaven a model community
center.

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask my colleagues to
join me in saluting the spirit of voluntary serv-
ice that has flourished at Delhaven Community
Center under the leadership of the Seal family
over the past 25 years, and to join me in con-
gratulating Delhaven on its 25th anniversary.
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Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to intro-
duce the Family Education Freedom Act of
1997, a bill to empower millions of working-
and-middle class Americans to choose a non-
public education for their children, as well as
making it easier for parents to actively partici-
pate in improving public schools. The Family
Education Freedom Act accomplishes it’s
goals by allowing American parents a tax
credit of up to $3,000 for the expenses in-
curred in sending their children to private, pub-
lic, parochial, other religious school, or for
home schooling their children.

The Family Education Freedom Act returns
the fundamental principal of a truly free econ-
omy to America’s education system; what the
great economist Ludwig von Mises called
‘‘consumer sovereignty.’’ Consumer sov-
ereignty simply means consumers decide who
succeeds or fails in the market. Businesses
that best satisfy consumer demand will be the
most successful. Consumer sovereignty is the
means by which the free market maximizes
human happiness.

Currently, consumers are less than sov-
ereign in the education market. Funding deci-
sions are increasingly controlled by the Fed-
eral Government. Because ‘‘he who pays the
piper calls the tune,’’ public and even private
schools, are paying greater attention to the
dictates of Federal educrats while ignoring the
wishes of the parents to an ever-greater de-
gree. As such, the lack of consumer sov-
ereignty in education is destroying parental
control of education and replacing it with state
control.

Loss of control is a key reason why so
many of America’s parents express dis-
satisfaction with the educational system. Ac-
cording to a study by the well-respected public
opinion firm Fibrazio, McLaughlin and Associ-
ates, Americans want Congress to get the
Federal bureaucracy out of the schoolroom
and give them more control over their chil-
dren’s education.

Today, Congress can fulfill the wishes of the
American people for greater control over their
children’s education by simply allowing par-
ents to keep more of their hard-earned money
to spend on education rather than force them
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